
Case Studies
Meadowood

The University Village is Seattle’s only outdoor shopping center with mixed-use housing 
and containing over 120 restaurants and shops. Originating from the University of 
Southern California, the Village has grown and is currently 10 minutes from the city’s 
downtown. The site offers a variety of dining options, ranging from formal to Friday 
night out with friends, with a mixture of long time local favorites and well know chain 
suppliers.
The Village not only supports University student life, but also is a much loved destination 
for resident in the surrounding communities of Laurelhurst, Ravenna and Bryant. Blending 
where student and professionals live and play, the active and interactive lifestyle 
attracts visitors of all backgrounds and classes. The University Village was not designed 
as a footnote or distraction for the university, but as an intended destination for both 

students and the community to enjoy. It 
has continued to succeed because of the 
lifestyle it provides in both entertainment 
and social values. To create a space that 
not only draws people in, but makes them 
stay and interact with each other, turning 
the simple experience of being there into 
an enjoyable activity.

Meadowood was originally a university 
based retirement community, but was 
transferred to the company Five State 
Senior Living due to the Universities poor 
understanding on how to properly create 
and manage a retirement community. 
Since the University nearly bankrupting 
the project, Meadowood has become a 
top of the practice living commu-nity with 
a five gold star rating.
Two elements that the University did 
correctly implement was the creation of 
pathways and walkways throughout the 
site to encourage activity and movement, 
as well as introducing smaller scale homes 
in the form of duplexes, rather than the 
ever so popular apartment complex. 
The smaller scale homes provide a much 
more clear sense of home, with a feeling 
of investment taking over in its care and 
condition. Duplex homes allow residents to 
have easy access to a friendly neighbor, 
but also change the character of the 
space from utilitarian efficiency to a much 
more relaxed feel of a rural village.
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Kendal at Oberlin
Kendal at Oberlin is a university based 
retirement community with a criteria 
matching its patron school in music, the 
arts, and a focus on traveling to worldwide 
locations to further cultural exposure and 
understanding.
Not simply content with keeping residents 
on site, Kendal keeps their residents 
exposed to constantly changing influ-
ences and experiences. Wither that be 
bringing in pre-school children to listen 
to stories around the fire, or planning a 
trip to national parks or other countries 
with English tour guides. With the goal of 
constantly keeping interaction between 
new individuals going, Kandal excells 
at offering a tight knit community that 
connects across the world.
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University of Sourthern California- New Mixed Use Project
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